
If It Had Not Been the Lord 
 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our sideτ let Israel now 
sayτ 

if it had not been the LORD who was on our side when people rose 
up against us, then they would have swallowed us up alive, when 

their anger was kindled against us; then the flood would have swept us away, the tor-
rent would have gone over us; then over us would have gone the raging waters.  

Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth!  We have escaped 
like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped!  

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 134) 
 

Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΚ  άLŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΚέ  aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
children or with another family member.  Things looked bleak, but you kept praying 
and seeking God and He brought peace and reconciliation to a seemingly hopeless 
situation.  You may have been struggling with a physical ailment or received a life-
threatening diagnosis.  The doctors may have even told you that your time was short, 
yet God provided healing and relief and your health has been restored.  Once your fi-
ƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘŀƳōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƛŘ ƻŦŦ 
from your job or experienced an unexpected large expense and your money was 
gone.  You wondered where your next meals were going to come from, but God pro-
vided a way out through the generosity of a friend or neighbor, or you found employ-
ment in the nick of time.  God shows up again and again in our lives and continues to 
amaze us with His grace and providence. 
 

άLŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΚέ  L ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊπ
ful words when we are delivered from hardship and trial.  So many times we are deliv-
ered from difficulty and we attribute it to good luck, coincidence, or our own talent, 
intelligence and ingenuity.  God hears and answers our prayer and we take the credit.  
DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŦƭŜȄ ƻǳǊ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘΦέ  
We need to continually remember who we should give the glory and credit to for the 
blessings in our lives.  Left to our own devices, we can accomplish very little and de-
serve the credit for even less.  God is the one who has spoken blessing and mercy into 
our lives.  He is the one who lets us draw each and every breath and wakes us up each 
morning to use the talents and skills He has given us.  He is the one who has protected 
ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
pick us up, hold us and set us back on the path with Him.   
 

άLŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΚέ  L ǎƘǳŘŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 
life would be like without God and His intervention in my life.  I hope these words will 
provoke you to think about how good He has been to you and remind you of His con-
stant blessings and care.  God is on our side and He has made all of the difference. 
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DANNYõS DEVOTIONAL 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in  everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your  hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7 
 

 The word peace is found in the Bible 250 times. It is so easy to look in our Bibles and 
ÆÉÎÅ Á ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÎ ÐÅÁÃÅȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÌÏÏË ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄȢ -ÁÙÂÅ ÉÔȭÓ 
because we let the unrest in our life take our focus off of God. We become so anxious 
that our prayers are hindered and it let our faith turn to logic. When we rely on God, 
He will give us a peace that will surpass all understanding. To the world that is hard 
ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÉÎ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÕÎÒÅÓÔȢ %ÖÅÎ ÁÓ Á 
Christian, it is sometimes a mystery how we can find peace in a time of unrest. There 
ÉÓ ÎÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄȢ )Î ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÓȟ ÐÅÁÃÅ 
can only be found in God. 
P.S.- Thanks to all who helped on Wednesday night. I thank God for blessing me with 
such a wonderful group of people so willing to help. May God bless you all.  

 

WORDS FROM WILL 
 Started Weight Watchers today.  I canôt say that Iôm proud of myself.  
I wish I could say that losing weight and gaining control of my appetite was 
something that I could manage long term without any help at all.  Iôve tried 
it alone for a long time and still canôt beat it. 
 While my dad was in the hospital recovering from his heart attack, he 
started reflecting, as you do, apparently, when you realize you could have 
died.  Around midnight one night he sent me a text message saying he 

really wanted to get control and he needed an accountability partner.  I read it and thought, 
ñme too.ò  So now the whole family is on Weight Watchers and reporting to each other eve-
ryday on our successes or failures. 
 The truth is, most of us have been trying to gain self -control over one or more areas 
of our lives by sheer will power for as long as we can remember.  Failure after failure leads 
to guilt that leads to more failure.  Going it alone can be very discouraging and almost hope-
less. 
 The good news is God never intended for us to go it alone.  He knew this about us 
before we did.  We need help.  Well, if we need help from God and we pray to Him about it, 
our problems should just go way right?  I wish it were that easy.  Godôs answer to these 
prayers is the Church. 
 Setting up systems for accountability is not something the Church of Christ has been 
real great at.  Most that I have been apart of donôt even talk about it.  Some take it way too 
far and it looks like a cult.  A few things you should keep in mind before beginning an ac-
countability group are:  
 ƀThe group can only hold you accountable for goals you have set for yourself  n o t 
goals that are set for you.  
 ƀThe group must be one that you can trust to keep issues confidential. 
 ƀThe group must take sin seriously so as not to make light of your sin struggles, while 
also giving grace to you when you fail.  
For further reading on Christian accountability check out  
http://www.allaboutgod.com/christian -accountability.htm 

 

http://www.allaboutgod.com/christian-accountability.htm


...There will be a Honduras Mission Team Meeting on Wednesday, June 30, 2010 @ 6 

p.m. in Youth Room. Check with Brittany for your account details! 

 

...There will NOT be Sunday Suppers this week. We ask that everyone spend time with 

their family and friends and celebrate the 4th of July. Please make plans to attend on July 

11th! 

 

...In preparation for VBS, we are in need of a few items for props and decorations. If you 

have any of the following items, please bring them to the 5th & 6th grade classroom: 

boxes (medium to large size), baskets, foliage and greenery, or roll up rugs. Please make 

sure that your name is on all items you wish to have returned to you. Thanks for your 

support and participation! 

 

...World Bible School Teachers of Riverside will meet on June 27th at 10 a.m. in the 

Childrenôs Church room to send Bible Lessons to 200 Ghanaians who are desiring to 

learn about Jesus Christ. Our meeting dates are: July 25th, Aug 29th, Sept. 26th, Oct. 

31st, Nov. 28th, and Dec. 19th. June, July, and August times will be at 6 p.m. during Life 

Group. This time will allow us enough time and space to complete addressing the book-

lets. Sept.ðDec. will be at 10 .am. in the Childrenôs Church room. 

 

...Vacation Bible School is not far awayï July 25th-28th from 6 p.m.ð8 p.m.! Please 

mark your calendars and plan to attend! Invite your friends and neighbors! There will be 

a class for ages 2 years through completed 6th grade! Everyone is asked to please pre-

register! YOU MAY NOW REGISTER ONLINE AT 

www.riversidechurchofchrist.orgðclick on the link on the Home Page. Forms are also 

on the table in the foyer! Everyone that is 2 years through competed 6th grade and at-

tends VBS will receive a VSB t-shirt! We need to know t-shirt size and quantity, so 

PLEASE preregister! Anyone else that would like a VBS t-shirt may preorder a shirtð

cost is $6 per shirt (AXL & AXXL are $8). T-shirt order and payment is due by July 7th. 

You may turn in your t-shirt order to Corey or Natalie Harvison or Kim Mitchell. There 

will also be an adult class. You donôt want to miss the ñRomeò experience! Come see 

the ñUnderground Churchò! 

 

 



...There will be a VBS Workday on Saturday, July 10th from 9 a.m.ðabout 4 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. Wear your painting clothesðwe will paint, cut fabric, put together 

sets, etc. Please bring whatever tools you think you may need! (Paint Brushes, hammers, 

scissors, staple guns, glue guns, etc.) Lunch will be provided! Please mark your calen-

darðWe need EVERYONE to come and help! 

 

...Immediately following the Honduras youth mission trip, on July 22, 2010 Johan Aden-

dorff will represent Riverside Church of Christ on a mission trip to India and Zimbabwe.  

Since this is a Riverside endeavor, we ask for your fervent prayers during this time of 

travel while spreading of the gospel.  At this time we are asking for interested parties to 

accompany Johan on this mission as well as for financial support from those who are not 

physically able to go. This will be a rather labor intensive three weeks, but we know that 

with God all is possible. Three compelling reasons serve as the primary motivation for 

this trip; 

 1. The gospel will be spread as it is commanded by the Great Commission

 . 

 2. The church in India needs our physical support on the mission field and 

  preachers are in need of transportation, bicycles to be precise. 

3. The church in Zimbabwe still remains in great need of food and supplies, 

and is looking forward to our visit.  

4. Several gospel meetings are planned for the rural areas around Kakinada, 

India as well as the rural areas surrounding Bulawayo in Zimbabwe. 

We ask that you would support these missions with your prayer as well as gifts to fulfill 

this particular need. Earmark all contributions as mission funds should you elect to par-

ticipate. 

 

...The Youth Group has two trips planned for the month of October. They will attend 

SoulFire at GulfCoast Bible Camp Oct. 1-3 and Discover 2010 Oct. 29-31. SoulFire cost 

is $50 and half is due by August 8th. Discover 2010 cost is $25. Please start planning for 

these events and save your money! 

There will be an Evidence seminar 

on September 17-18, 2010 presented 

by Josh and Sean McDowell. Evi-

dence is designed to equip and em-

power youth and young adults to de-

fine their faith in God and effectively communicate that faith to others. For more infor-

mation, please visit www.evidenceconference.com 

Please email Will Collins if you would like to attendð

wcollins@riversidechurchofchrist.org 

If we register a group of 25+ by August 15th, the cost is $25 per person. 



Mark your  

calendars! Invite your 

friends and neighbors! 

Come and experience 

Rome, the  

Marketplace, and the  

Underground Church! 

In preparation for VBS, we are in need of a few items for 
props and decorations. If you have any of the following 
items, please bring them to the 5th & 6h grade classroom: 
boxes (medium to large size), baskets, foliage and greenery, 
or roll up rugs. Please make sure that your name is on all 
items you wish to have returned to you. Thanks for your support and participa-
tion! VBS WORKDAY �³ JULY 10 FROM 9 A.M. �³ 4 P.M.  

There will be a VBS Workday on Saturday, July 10th from 9 a.m.

ðabout 4 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Wear your painting 

clothesðwe will paint, cut fabric, put together sets, etc. Please bring 

whatever tools you think you may need! (Paint Brushes, hammers, 

scissors, staple guns, glue guns, etc.) Lunch will be provided! Please 

mark your calendarðWe need EVERYONE to come and help! 

Vacation Bible School is not far awayï July 25th-28th from 6 p.m.ð8 p.m.! Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend! Invite your friends and neighbors! There will be a class for ages 2 

years through completed 6th grade! Everyone is asked to please preregister! You may now reg-

ister online at www.riversidechurchofchrist.org. Forms are also on the table in the foyer! Every-

one that is 2 years through competed 6th grade and attends VBS will receive a VSB t-shirt! We 

need to know t-shirt size and quantity, so PLEASE preregister! Anyone else that would like a 

VBS t-shirt may preorder a shirtðcost is $6 per shirt (AXL & AXXL are $8). T-shirt order and 

payment is due by July 7th. You may turn in your t-shirt order to Corey or Natalie Harvison or 

Kim Mitchell. There will also be an adult class. You donôt want to miss the ñRomeò experi-

ence! Come see the ñUnderground Churchò! 


